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In five different instances in the Tanach, we encounter a miraculous 

dividing of waters by the agency of God. The first passage occurs in 

the first book of the Tanach (Genesis 1:6-8):

“And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, 

and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the 

firmament, and divided the waters which were under the 

firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it

was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and

the morning were the second day.”

Water in Hebrew is mayim (~ym, MAH-yihm), which can also be 

translated as waters. The word translated as Heaven in the passage 

is shamayim (~ymv, shah-MAH-yihm), which can be translated as 

heavens, Heaven, or sky. Here the best translation would be sky, as 

it pertains to the creation of the earth, not to the abode of God and 

the angels. At this time, there was likely a water canopy surrounding

the earth that was separated from the liquid water on the earth by 

the sky.

In the next passages, three separate miraculous divisions of the 

water of the Jordan River are described, starting in the book of 

Joshua (Joshua 3:1 – 3:17):

“And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from 

Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and 

lodged there before they passed over. And it came to pass after 



three days, that the officers went through the host; And they 

commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing 

it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there 

shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by 

measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by 

which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore. And 

Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the 

LORD will do wonders among you. And Joshua spake unto the 

priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over 

before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and 

went before the people. And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day 

will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may 

know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. And thou 

shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying,

When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall 

stand still in Jordan. And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, 

Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD your God. And Joshua

said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and 

that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, 

and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the 

Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of 

the covenant of the LORD of all the earth passeth over before you 

into Jordan. Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of 

Israel, out of every tribe a man. And it shall come to pass, as soon as

the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the LORD, the

LORD of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the 

waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down 

from above; and they shall stand upon an heap. And it came to 

pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over 



Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the 

people; And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and 

the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of 

the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of 

harvest,) That the waters which came down from above stood and 

rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside 

Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, 

even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed 

over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of 

Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the 

people were passed clean over Jordan.”

Once again mayim is the Hebrew word translated as waters in the 

passage. There is a clear significance to the priests who were 

bearing the ark of the covenant stepping into the water first, before 

the waters were separated. This is indicative of the priests stepping 

out in faith, and the ark of the covenant representing the power and

presence of the God on whom they were trusting to provide the 

miracle. Ark in Hebrew is aron (!wra, ah-ROHN), which can also mean

chest or coffin. This is a different Hebrew word than is used for 

Noah's ark in Genesis, which is tayba (hbt, tay-BAH), which means a 

vessel. 

The second passage related to a Jordan River crossing is from 2 

Kings 2:1-8:

“And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into 

heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And 

Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath 

sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and



as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel.

And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to 

Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD Will take 

away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; 

hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I 

pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the

LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they 

came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho 

came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will 

take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I

know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray 

thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the

LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they 

two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and 

stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah 

took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 

and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went 

over on dry ground.”

In this case, God worked through his servant, the prophet Elijah, to 

separate the water so that the two prophets could walk across on 

dry ground. Elijah used his mantle to divide the water of Jordan. 

Mantle in Hebrew is ederet (trda, ay-DEH-reht), which, interestingly 

enough, can also mean glory or magnificence. This perhaps is 

symbolic of the glory or magnificence that God had covered Elijah 

with, which allowed him to perform this act.

After Elijah's ascent into heaven, the third separation of the waters 

of the Jordan was performed (2 Kings 2:11-14):



“And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, 

there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them

both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 

Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of 

Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he 

took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took 

up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and 

stood by the bank of Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that 

fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD 

God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they 

parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.”

So we see that the ability to perform miracles was bestowed by God

upon Elisha, as he used Elijah's mantle to divide the waters of the 

Jordan for the return crossing.

Of course the most universally known  dividing of water occurred 

when the power of God was on display through the agency of his 

servant Moses (Exodus 14:1-31):

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children 

of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between 

Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye 

encamp by the sea. For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, 

They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in.

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; 

and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the

Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so. And it was

told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh

and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, 



Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?

And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: And 

he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, 

and captains over every one of them. And the LORD hardened the 

heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of 

Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand. But the

Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 

Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them 

encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon. And 

when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, 

and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore 

afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. And they 

said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou 

taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt 

thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that

we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the

Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than

that we should die in the wilderness. And Moses said unto the 

people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, 

which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have 

seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD 

shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. And the LORD said 

unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 

children of Israel, that they go forward: But lift thou up thy rod, and 

stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children 

of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. And I, 

behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall 

follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all 

his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the 

Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me 



honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 

removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went 

from before their face, and stood behind them: And it came 

between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it 

was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to 

these: so that the one came not near the other all the night. And 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused 

the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the

sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the children of Israel

went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters 

were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. And the

Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, 

even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it 

came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the 

host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and 

troubled the host of the Egyptians, And took off their chariot 

wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let

us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them 

against the Egyptians. And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out 

thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the 

Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And 

Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 

to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled 

against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the

sea. And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the 

horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after 

them; there remained not so much as one of them. But the children

of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the 

waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 



Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 

Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 

And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the 

Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, 

and his servant Moses.”

Dry land and dry ground in Hebrew is yabbasha (hvBy, yahb-bah-

SHAH). God had given such power and authority to Moses that the 

simple act of stretching out his hand with the rod was sufficient to 

cause the waters of the Red Sea to part so that the Israelites could 

walk across on dry ground. This made such an impact in the region, 

that scripture tells us that there were people at least as far west as 

Jericho (Joshua 2:10) that had heard of this act. However, the faith 

that Moses had in God had to be built up over a period of time 

covering the various events that he had encountered in his life, that 

made it possible for Moses to receive this kind of authority over 

nature.

May you develop such a strong faith in God that you can achieve the

plans that God has for you. God bless you, and have a great month.


