
The Hebrew Corner

In the book of Numbers, we see God pronouncing a very strong 
judgment against the Israelites encamped in the wilderness 
(Numbers 14:20-35):

“And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word: But as 
truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. 
Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, 
which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me 
now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; Surely 
they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither 
shall any of them that provoked me see it: But my servant Caleb, 
because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, 
him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall 
possess it. (Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the 
valley.) Tomorrow turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the 
way of the Red sea. And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, 
which murmur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the 
children of Israel, which they murmur against me. Say unto them, As
truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will
I do to you: Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that 
were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from 
twenty years old and upward which have murmured against me. 
Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware 
to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and 
Joshua the son of Nun. But your little ones, which ye said should be 
a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye 



have despised. But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this 
wilderness. And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty 
years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in 
the wilderness. After the number of the days in which ye searched 
the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your 
iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.
I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil 
congregation, that are gathered together against me: in this 
wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.”

Considering carefully the text of the judgment, four points can be 
taken from this:

• The judgment applied to men only. Women were excluded.
• Males under 20 years old were excluded.
• Levite males were excluded, since they were not numbered in 

the first census.
• The judgment was not eternal. The judgment only extended to 

death in the wilderness.

God states in the passage that there were ten instances in which the
people tempted (or tested) him. Ten in Hebrew is eser (rf[, EH-
sehr). Here this is taken to mean a group action, as opposed to the 
action of one or two individuals. Were these ten instances recorded 
in the Tanach? Let's examine this.

The first episode (1) that falls in the above category is when the 
Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, recorded in this passage 
(Exodus 5:14-21):



“And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's 
taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, 
Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both 
yesterday and to day, as heretofore? Then the officers of the 
children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore 
dealest thou thus with thy servants? There is no straw given unto 
thy servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy 
servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people. But he 
said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do 
sacrifice to the LORD. Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no
straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. And the 
officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in evil case, 
after it was said, Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your 
daily task. And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as
they came forth from Pharaoh: And they said unto them, The LORD 
look upon you, and judge; because ye have made our savour to be 
abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to 
put a sword in their hand to slay us.”

These officers, being Israelites, were witnesses of the signs that 
Aaron did in front of the people, yet they were critical of these men 
of God, complaining that they were the cause of the disfavor of 
Pharaoh toward the Israelites.

The next incident (2) happened after the Israelites were led out of 
Egypt by Moses, but were being pursued by Pharaoh's army at the 
Red Sea (Exodus 14:8-12):

“And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he



pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went 
out with an high hand. But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the
horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, 
and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before
Baalzephon. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel 
lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them;
and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto 
the LORD. And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves 
in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of 
Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let 
us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the 
wilderness.”

Almost immediately, the Israelites forgot about all the signs and 
wonders that God had worked in bringing them out of Egypt. The 
Hebrew word translated as die in this passage is the Hebrew verb 
moot (twm, MOOT).

The next provocation (3) came in the wilderness, shortly after God 
had brought the Israelites through the middle of the Red Sea on dry 
ground, and they had sung a song of praise to God (Exodus 15:22-
27):

“So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into 
the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, 
and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not 
drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the 
name of it was called Marah. And the people murmured against 



Moses, saying, What shall we drink? And he cried unto the LORD; 
and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a 
statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, and said, If 
thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and 
wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these 
diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I 
am the LORD that healeth thee. And they came to Elim, where were
twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and they 
encamped there by the waters.”

The connection between the name Marah and bitter is apparent 
when we consider that the Hebrew word for bitter is mar (rm, 
MAHR). This is also why from the book of Ruth (Ruth 1:19-21) 
wanted to be called Mara when she came back to the land of Israel, 
because she had lost her husband and her two sons. Here also the 
word translated as murmur is important, as it is the first use of the 
Hebrew verb loon (!wl, LOON), found only in Exodus, Numbers, and 
Joshua.

The next incident (4) occurred in the wilderness of Sin between Elim
and Sinai (Exodus 16:2-5):

“And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: and the children of 
Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the
LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when 
we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger. Then said the 



LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; 
and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that 
I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. And it 
shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that 
which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather 
daily.”

Bread in Hebrew is lechem (~xl, LEH-chem), but can also mean food
in general, which is how it is being used in this passage. The food 
that God would rain down is manna, described as small round white
wafers appearing on the ground.

The next incident (5) involves the Israelites disobeying God's 
instructions concerning the daily manna (Exodus 16:16-29):

“This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it 
every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, 
according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for 
them which are in his tents. And the children of Israel did so, and 
gathered, some more, some less. And when they did mete it with an
omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to 
his eating. And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. 
Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of 
them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and 
Moses was wroth with them. And they gathered it every morning, 
every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it 
melted. And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread, two omers for one man: and all the rulers of 
the congregation came and told Moses. And he said unto them, This



is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the rest of the holy 
sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to day, and 
seethe that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for 
you to be kept until the morning. And they laid it up till the 
morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any 
worm therein. And Moses said, Eat that to day; for to day is a 
sabbath unto the LORD: to day ye shall not find it in the field. Six 
days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath,
in it there shall be none. And it came to pass, that there went out 
some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they 
found none. And the LORD said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to 
keep my commandments and my laws? See, for that the LORD hath 
given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the 
bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go 
out of his place on the seventh day.”

So the people disregarded God's instructions through Moses 
concerning the manna, in that they attempted to keep some of the 
daily gathering until the next day, and went out to gather it on the 
sabbath. Sabbath in Hebrew is shabbat (tBV, shahb-BAHT).

In the next episode (6), once again the people complained of the 
lack of water (Exodus 17:1-7):

“And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from 
the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the 
commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there 
was no water for the people to drink. Wherefore the people did 
chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And 
Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye 



tempt the LORD? And the people thirsted there for water; and the 
people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that 
thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
our cattle with thirst? And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What
shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. And 
the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with 
thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest 
the river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before thee
there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and 
there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And 
Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the 
name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of 
the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, 
Is the LORD among us, or not?”

Water in Hebrew is mayim (~ym, MAH-yihm). 

The Israelites displayed a pattern, in that they would encounter a 
difficult situation, such as a lack of water, then they would 
remember fondly their days in Egypt, forgetting that they were 
under forced hard labor there. They failed to remember the great 
miracles that God had done in providing for them, or they did not 
have faith that he would continue to do so.

The next confrontation (7) came when God had called Moses up on 
Mount Sinai to give him the two tables with the ten commandments
written on them. (Exodus 32:1-28):

“And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out 
of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron,
and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for 
as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of 



Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And Aaron said unto 
them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your 
wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto 
me. And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in 
their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he received them at 
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it
a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, 
he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, 
To morrow is a feast to the LORD And they rose up early on the 
morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; 
and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 
And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, 
which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves: They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I 
commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have 
worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy
gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.
And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, 
behold, it is a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me alone, that 
my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them:
and I will make of thee a great nation. And Moses besought the 
LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot against 
thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt 
with great power, and with a mighty hand? Wherefore should the 
Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay
them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the 
earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy 
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to 
whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will 



multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for
ever. And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do 
unto his people. And Moses turned, and went down from the 
mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the 
tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the 
other were they written. And the tables were the work of God, and 
the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. And 
when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said
unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. And he said, It is 
not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice 
of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that 
sing do I hear. And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto 
the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger 
waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them 
beneath the mount. And he took the calf which they had made, and
burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the
water, and made the children of Israel drink of it. And Moses said 
unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought 
so great a sin upon them? And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my 
lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that they are set on 
mischief. For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go 
before us: for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And I said 
unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they 
gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf. 
And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had 
made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:) Then 
Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the 
LORD's side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi 



gathered themselves together unto him. And he said unto them, 
Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his 
side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and 
slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and 
every man his neighbour. And the children of Levi did according to 
the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about 
three thousand men.”

We can see that God's patience is nearly at an end at this point. 
Moses intervention was critical here, as he was able to speak to God
directly to have mercy on the Israelites. On this situation, not only 
did the Israelites do what God had commanded them not to do, 
they gave God no credit for bringing them out of Egypt, but 
attributed this to the golden calf that Aaron had just made. Calf in 
Hebrew is egel (lg[, AY-gehl). With similar lack of logic, they forgot 
that they had previously criticized Moses for bringing them out of 
Egypt, and longed to be back there!

Next we encounter an episode (8) in which the Israelites were 
making general complaints about their circumstances (Numbers 
11:1-3):

“And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the 
LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD 
burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost 
parts of the camp. And the people cried unto Moses; and when 
Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire was quenched. And he called 
the name of the place Taberah: because the fire of the LORD burnt 
among them.”



Taberah is from the Hebrew root baar (r[b, bah-AHR), meaning to 
burn or consume. Here God is making a final effort to get through to
his people, that they must stop the murmuring and complaining, 
and obey his commandments.

In the next passage God is provoked again (9) by people 
complaining about the daily manna provided for them (Numbers 
11:4-10):

“And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the
children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh 
to eat? We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the 
garlick: But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, 
beside this manna, before our eyes. And the manna was as 
coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium. 
And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, 
or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, and made cakes of it: 
and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. And when the dew 
fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. Then Moses 
heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the 
door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; 
Moses also was displeased.”

At this point Moses was in full despair, so much so that he asked 
God if he would kill him immediately, and said that he could not 
handle the heavy burden of leading the Israelites. God responded 
by agreeing to put his Spirit on seventy elders of Moses' choice, to 
help him govern the people. Since the Israelites complained of not 
having meat to eat, he provided quail to last a month. In fact he 



delivered a stack of quail 2 cubits high upon the land. The people 
went out and gathered large quantities of these birds, but as they 
were eating, God sent a great plague upon them, and many died.

The final incident (10), which led to the judgment of God 
pronounced in Numbers 14, involved the 12 men that were sent out
to investigate the land of Canaan (Numbers 13:17-33, 14:1-10):

“And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into the mountain:
And see the land, what it is, and the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, few or many; and what the land is 
that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they 
be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds; And what 
the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood 
therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of 
the land. Now the time was the time of the firstripe grapes. So they 
went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto 
Rehob, as men come to Hamath. And they ascended by the south, 
and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the 
children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before 
Zoan in Egypt.) And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut 
down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they 
bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. The place was called the brook 
Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence. And they returned from searching of the 
land after forty days. And they went and came to Moses, and to 
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the 



wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, 
and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the 
land. And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither 
thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this 
is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the 
land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we 
saw the children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of 
the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by
the coast of Jordan. And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and 
said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it. But the men that went up with him said, We be not 
able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. And
they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched 
unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have 
gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And 
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the 
giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight. And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried; and the people wept that night. And all the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole 
congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the 
land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! And 
wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not
better for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to another, Let 
us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. Then Moses and 
Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation 
of the children of Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the 



son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent 
their clothes: And they spake unto all the company of the children 
of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is 
an exceeding good land. If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring 
us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and 
honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the 
people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is 
departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not. But all
the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the
LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the 
children of Israel.”

A significant parallel to consider here is that God, in his patience, 
suffered ten provocations from the Israelites before the blanket 
judgment on the men of Israel. In fact, he was provoked once for 
each of the ten plagues upon Egypt that the Israelites witnessed.

A question for the readers of this column: Is your mind fixed on the 
circumstances, or on the one true God who can overcome the 
circumstances? Have a blessed month, and with God's help, stay 
safe during this pandemic.  


