The Hebrew Corner

The book of Genesis focuses primarily on how the 12 tribes of Israel
came into being through the sons of Jacob. Although Jacob clearly
had some character flaws, one important trait that he possessed
was understanding the value of blessings, both from his father Isaac
and from God. The first passage illuminates this trait, while also
exposing a flaw in his character (Genesis 25:27-34):
“And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the
field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved
Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.
And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was
faint: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same
red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom.
And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said,
Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright
do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto
him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau
bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up,
and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.”
The word translated as birthright is the Hebrew word b'kora (hrkb,
buh-choh-RAH), which has a more specific meaning, right of the first
born. This is related to the word b'kor (rwkb, buh-KOHR), which
means first born. This action indicates that Jacob recognized the
value of the right of the first born, including the blessings that the
father would give the first born, while Esau in contrast did not have
as high a regard for this right. This points to the difference between

spiritual and material riches, and the differing viewpoints that Jacob
and Esau demonstrated, Jacob being more spiritually minded, and
Esau more carnally minded. However, Jacob was also exhibiting a
lack of honor for his brother, by using Esau's hungered state to
entice him to give up his right of first born.
In the next passage we see Jacob and his mother Rebekah
conspiring to trick Isaac into giving Esau's blessing to Jacob (Genesis
27:1-41):
“And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were
dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said
unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. And he
said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: Now
therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow,
and go out to the field, and take me some venison; And make me
savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that
my soul may bless thee before I die. And Rebekah heard when Isaac
spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for
venison, and to bring it. And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son,
saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother,
saying, Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may
eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. Now
therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I
command thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two
good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy
father, such as he loveth: And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that
he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. And Jacob
said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man,
and I am a smooth man: My father peradventure will feel me, and I

shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me,
and not a blessing. And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy
curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them. And he
went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his mother
made savoury meat, such as his father loved. And Rebekah took
goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: And she put the
skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth
of his neck: And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which
she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. And he came
unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art
thou, my son? And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy first
born; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit
and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac said
unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son?
And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to me. And Isaac
said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my
son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not. And Jacob went near
unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Jacob's
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. And he discerned him
not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so
he blessed him. And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he
said, I am. And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's
venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him,
and he did eat: and he brought him wine and he drank. And his
father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son.
And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his
raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as
the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed: Therefore God
give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and

plenty of corn and wine: Let people serve thee, and nations bow
down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons
bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and
blessed be he that blesseth thee. And it came to pass, as soon as
Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce
gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother
came in from his hunting. And he also had made savoury meat, and
brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father
arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me. And
Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy
son, thy firstborn Esau. And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and
said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me,
and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him?
yea, and he shall be blessed. And when Esau heard the words of his
father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto
his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. And he said, Thy
brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing. And
he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me
these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he
hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a
blessing for me? And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I
have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for
servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what
shall I do now unto thee, my son? And Esau said unto his father,
Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O
my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. And Isaac his
father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be
the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above;
And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it
shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou

shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. And Esau hated Jacob
because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau
said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand;
then will I slay my brother Jacob.”
Blessing in the passage is a translation of the Hebrew word b'raka
(hkrb, buh-rah-CHAH). What we see is a lack of trust in God's word
by both Rebekah and Jacob, since God had previously told Rebekah
what the roles of Jacob and Esau would be (Genesis 25:21-26):
“And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren:
and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife
conceived. And the children struggled together within her; and she
said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the
LORD. And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb,
and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and
the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the
elder shall serve the younger. And when her days to be delivered
were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. And the first
came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his
name Esau. And after that came his brother out, and his hand took
hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was
threescore years old when she bare them.”
Twins in Hebrew is tomim (~mwt, toh-MIHM). Although they were
twins, God's plan was that Jacob's lineage would become stronger
than Esau, and Jacob would become the progenitor of the nation
Israel.
In a subsequent passage, we see a growth in Jacob's relationship

with God, when he realized who was responsible for the source of
his blessings (Genesis 32:24-32):
“And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until
the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of
Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said,
Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go,
except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And
he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob,
but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men,
and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray
thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after
my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of
the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved. And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him,
and he halted upon his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel eat
not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the
thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh
in the sinew that shrank.”
Israel in Hebrew is yisrael (larfy, yihs-rah-AYL), with the best
meaning in conformance with the passage being, “he will be a
prince of God.” Jacob clung to the angel of God until he received the
blessing of God, as God rewarded his perserverence.
May each of us cling tightly to God on a similar manner, because
through the sacrifice of his son Yeshua, he provided a way that we
can now have a close relationship with him, and receive his
blessings. May you have a blessed month, and be strong in the

power of God.

