The Hebrew Corner

In the annals of David described in the book of 2 Samuel, we see
that God was greatly displeased with David for taking a census of his
army, although his primary wrath was against Israel, apparently for
continuing the practice of idolatry which plagued them throughout
their history. What was the reason for this displeasure? This will be
the topic of discussion in this month's study.
The passage for consideration is the following (2 Samuel 30:1-17):
“And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he
moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah. For
the king said to Joab the captain of the host, which was with him,
Go now through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beersheba,
and number ye the people, that I may know the number of the
people. And Joab said unto the king, Now the LORD thy God add
unto the people, how many soever they be, an hundredfold, and
that the eyes of my lord the king may see it: but why doth my lord
the king delight in this thing? Notwithstanding the king's word
prevailed against Joab, and against the captains of the host. And
Joab and the captains of the host went out from the presence of the
king, to number the people of Israel. And they passed over Jordan,
and pitched in Aroer, on the right side of the city that lieth in the
midst of the river of Gad, and toward Jazer: Then they came to
Gilead, and to the land of Tahtimhodshi; and they came to Danjaan,
and about to Zidon, And came to the strong hold of Tyre, and to all
the cities of the Hivites, and of the Canaanites: and they went out to
the south of Judah, even to Beersheba. So when they had gone

through all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine
months and twenty days. And Joab gave up the sum of the number
of the people unto the king: and there were in Israel eight hundred
thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of Judah
were five hundred thousand men. And David's heart smote him
after that he had numbered the people. And David said unto the
LORD, I have sinned greatly in that I have done: and now, I beseech
thee, O LORD, take away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done
very foolishly. For when David was up in the morning, the word of
the LORD came unto the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, Go and
say unto David, Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee three things;
choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. So Gad came
to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of
famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months
before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be
three days' pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer
I shall return to him that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I am in
a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of the LORD; for his
mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man. So the
LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the
time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to
Beersheba seventy thousand men. And when the angel stretched
out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented him
of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is
enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by the
threshingplace of Araunah the Jebusite. And David spake unto the
LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I
have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have
they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against
my father's house. And Gad came that day to David, and said unto

him, Go up, rear an altar unto the LORD in the threshingfloor of
Araunah the Jebusite. And David, according to the saying of Gad,
went up as the LORD commanded. And Araunah looked, and saw
the king and his servants coming on toward him: and Araunah went
out, and bowed himself before the king on his face upon the
ground. And Araunah said, Wherefore is my lord the king come to
his servant? And David said, To buy the threshingfloor of thee, to
build an altar unto the LORD, that the plague may be stayed from
the people. And Araunah said unto David, Let my lord the king take
and offer up what seemeth good unto him: behold, here be oxen for
burnt sacrifice, and threshing instruments and other instruments of
the oxen for wood. All these things did Araunah, as a king, give unto
the king. And Araunah said unto the king, The LORD thy God accept
thee. And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of
thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my
God of that which doth cost me nothing. So David bought the
threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. And David
built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for the land, and the
plague was stayed from Israel.”
Altar in Hebrew is mizbeach (xbzm, miz-BAY-ach), from the Hebrew
verb (xbz, zah-VAHCH) meaning to sacrifice. David burned the
sacrifice on the altar to appease the Lord's anger. David had an
impressive army of fighting men, but he went too far in taking a
census. The next passage gives some clarity as to why this is so
(Judges 7:1-21):
“Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with
him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the

host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of
Moreh, in the valley. And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people
that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into
their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine
own hand hath saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears
of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him
return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of
the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten
thousand. And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too
many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee
there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go
with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say
unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. So he
brought down the people unto the water: and the LORD said unto
Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a
dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that
boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the number of them
that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred
men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to
drink water. And the LORD said unto Gideon, By the three hundred
men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into
thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his
place. So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets:
and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and
retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian was
beneath him in the valley. And it came to pass the same night, that
the LORD said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I
have delivered it into thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, go
thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host: And thou shalt hear
what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to

go down unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant
unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host. And the
Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay
along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels
were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude.
And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a
dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo,
a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came
unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent
lay along. And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else
save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into
his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. And it was so,
when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation
thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel,
and said, Arise; for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the host
of Midian. And he divided the three hundred men into three
companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto them,
Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the
outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I
blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the
trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of
the LORD, and of Gideon. So Gideon, and the hundred men that
were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning
of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and
they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their
hands. And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in
their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the
LORD , and of Gideon. And they stood every man in his place round

about the camp; and all the host ran, and cried, and fled.”
So we see that God required Gideon to command a very small
number of men, so that he was greatly outnumbered, and totally
unable to win this battle without the assistance of God. The Hebrew
word translated as trumpet in the passage is shofar (rpwv, shohFAHR). Thus the blowing of the shofar was instrumental in
frightening the enemy so that they fled. So we are starting to see
why taking a census was unnecessary. The next passage illustrates
this point vividly (1 Samuel 14:1-16):
“Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said
unto the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over
to the Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. But he told not
his father. And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a
pomegranate tree which is in Migron: and the people that were
with him were about six hundred men; And Ahiah, the son of
Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the
LORD's priest in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people knew not
that Jonathan was gone. And between the passages, by which
Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines' garrison, there was
a sharp rock on the one side, and a sharp rock on the other side:
and the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other
Seneh. The forefront of the one was situate northward over against
Michmash, and the other southward over against Gibeah.
And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come,
and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may
be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the
LORD to save by many or by few.And his armourbearer said unto
him, Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with thee

according to thy heart. Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass
over unto these men, and we will discover ourselves unto them. If
they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then we will
stand still in our place, and will not go up unto them. But if they say
thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath
delivered them into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us.
And both of them discovered themselves unto the garrison of the
Philistines: and the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth
out of the holes where they had hid themselves. And the men of
the garrison answered Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said,
Come up to us, and we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said
unto his armourbearer, Come up after me: for the LORD hath
delivered them into the hand of Israel. And Jonathan climbed up
upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him:
and they fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer slew after him.
And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armourbearer
made, was about twenty men, within as it were an half acre of land,
which a yoke of oxen might plow. And there was trembling in the
host, in the field, and among all the people: the garrison, and the
spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so it was a very
great trembling. And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin
looked; and, behold, the multitude melted away, and they went on
beating down one another.”
The word translated as save in the passage is from the Hebrew verb
yasha ([vy, yah-SHAH), meaning to save, to deliver, to be victorious,
or to receive help. This is also the root of the name Yeshua (Jesus),
which means salvation. Here 2 men who understood and trusted in
the power of God were able, with God's help to kill 20 enemy troops
in battle, and generate such confusion in the enemy lines that they

were fighting each other.
David as a youth killed lions and bears that were attacking the sheep
that he was tending, and a giant warrior of the Philistines named
Goliath, through his faith in God. Apparently, in his old age, he had
forgotten some of the situations that God had brought him through
in the past, and lapsed into a period of trusting in the strength of his
army, which apparently is why he took the census, and why God
was displeased with him.
We should learn from this as believers, that God is strong enough
and loves us enough to bring us through any difficult situation we
face in life, no matter what the odds.
May you and your family have a blessed month, and may the peace
of God that passes all understanding fill your hearts.

